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But this attempt, to whatever purposes intended, proving
wholly abortive by the vigilance of those in power, the
Duke's arrival was without any noise or consequence; and
upon consulting with his friends, he soon fell in with their
new scheme for preventing the peace. It was believed by
many persons, that the ministers might, with little difficulty,
have brought him over, if they had pleased to make a trial;
for as he would probably have accepted any terms to con-
tinue in a station of such prodigiousl profit, so there was
sufficient room to work upon his fears, of which he is
seldom unprovided' (I mean only in his political capacity)
and his infirmity very much increased by his unmeasurable
possessions, which have rendered him, ipsique* onerique
timentem; but reason, as well as the event, proved this to
be a mistake : for the ministers being determined to bring
the war to as speedy an issue as the honour and safety of
their country would permit, could not possibly recompense
the Duke for the mighty incomes he held by the con-
tinuance of it. Then the other party had calculated their
numbers ; and by the accession of the Earl of Nottingham,
whose example they hoped would have many followers, and
the successful solicitations of the Duke of Somerset, found
they were sure of a majority in the House of Lords : so
that in this view of circumstances, the Duke of Marl-
borough thought he acted with security, as well as ad-
vantage : he therefore boldly fell, with his whole weight,
into the design of ruining the ministry, at the expense of
his duty to his sovereign, and the welfare of his country,
after the mighty obligations he had received from both.
WHIG and TORV were now no longer the dispute, but THE
QUEEN or THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH : He was at the
head of all the cabals and consults with Bothmar, Buys, and
the discontented lords. He forgot that government of his
passion, for which his admirers used to celebrate him, fell
into all the impotencies of anger and violence upon every
party debate: so that the Queen found herself under a
necessity, either on the one side to sacrifice those friends,

1  P. Fitzgerald says " immense."    [W. S. J.]

2  P. Fitzgerald adds "being in his nature the most timorous person
alive."   [W. S. J.]

3  P. Fitzgerald says "sibique."   [W. S. J.]